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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
: BETWEEN THE
NATIOMAL INSTTTUTES OF HEALTH
AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

L PURPOSE

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to define the workiug relationship
berween the National Institates of Health (NIH) and the Department of Energy (DOE) for the
conduct of NIH grant supported research projects at the DOE laboratories in the biological and
medical sciences.

I BACKGROUND

NIH is 2 major source of Federal funding for investigator initiated and designed research projects
in all agpecis of biological and medical science. The primary instruments NIH uses t6 distribute
these Federal dollars are peer-reviewed research grant programs such as the traditional research
project grant (ROI), program project and center grants, or grants awarded from requests for
applications. A large percentage of the U.S. research support in the biological and medical
scionces comes from these grants, and the effectiveness of NIH's system for supporting
extramural research and development is to a great degree the basis for the preeminence of the
U.S. in this scientific area. : : ‘

For many years NTH has been awarding these types of grants to the DOR laboratories for
rescarch in the biological and medical sciences and this grantor/grantes relationship has been

' mutually beneficial to both the NIH and DOE. Areas of NIH. grant support at the DOE,

laboratories in the past have included basic moleeular biology; DNA repair and genetics of
viruses, mammalian cells, microorganisms, and small creatures; viral transformation in vitro, and
neoplastic transformation by chemicals and radiation; structural biclogy and cellular biology; '
radiation biology and innovative modalities in radiation therapy; enhanced imaging techniques
using radioisotopeg for diagnosis and the use of positron emission tomography to study disease
states and substance abuse.

Il POLICY

The ability of NIH to have access to the unique facilitios and special expertise of the DOE
laboratories greatly assists NIFH. in meeting its program goals and objectives. In addition, this
NIH grant support is vital to the health of the biological and medical science rescarch programs
at the DOE laborataries, and clearly compliments and enbances the Department’s own programs
in these same research arcas, This MOU is being established to promote and protect this
longstanding and productive relationship between DOE and NIH which bas allowed cach ageacy
to more effectively meet their national research missions and objectives.
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IV. ADMINISTRATION

All research projects performed at tae DOE laboratories supported by NIH grants shal] be
administered in accordance with (1} applicable statutes and regulations and (2) standard NIH and
DOE policies and procedures, based on the type of organization (eg., educational, for-profit),
éXeept as such policies and procedures may be amended by the provisions set forth below,

A. The applicant/awardee organization on all grant applications submitted to NIH

B. Al NIH grant awards to DOR laboratory- contractors wil] state that the cost
principles governing the DOE laboratories, as outlined in the DOB Acquisition
Regulations (section 970.31) and included in the laboratory’s contract, shalj apply
to the expenditures from those awards.

C. When consistent with the terms and conditions of the existing laboratory contract
and the provisions of this MOU, NIH will apply expanded authorities to grant
awards meeting the standard eligibility criteria. (NOTE: The additional cost
provisions for program income do nof apply to for-profit organizations.)

D. At this time, in recognition of the substantia] benefits derived from the NIH grant
supported research by related DOE programs, DOE will waive the DOE Overhead
Rate 0 all NIH grant awards to DOR laboratory contractors.

E. At this time, NIH is unable to award funds specifically for laboratory directed
research and development (LDRD) at the DOE laboratories. However, NIH does
Tecognize the need for DOE to properly administer jts LDRD program and,
therefore, will not restrict the DOR laboratory contractors from recovering LDRD
costs within the total funding included in NIH grant awards to DQE laboratory
contractors,

basis for the transfer of funds.
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— VL RESPONSIBILITIES

Both DOE and NIH will designate an office/division to fimction as the agency’s point of contact
to resolve particular problems or policy matters pertaining to NIH grants at the DOE laboratories.
This may include reviewing certain DOE laboratory costs (direct or indirect) and associated
justifications, or addressing issues related to grant application or award procedures. These points
of contact will consult with and obtain the concurrence of affected elements within their
organizations in accordance with intemal requiremeats and tesponsibilities. DOE and NIH have
designated the following office/division to serve this purpose.

DOE NIH

Office of Laboratory Policy Office of Policy for Extramural Research Adminisiration
QOffice of Bnergy Research Office of Bxtramural Research

(202) 586-5447 . (301) 435-0938

VI  AUTHORITY

This MOU is carried out within the statutory guidelines in the Atomic Bnergy Act of 1954, as
arnended, the Public Health Service Act, as amended, and related statutes.

VIL  DISCLOSURE OF INF( JRMATION

Dedisions on the disclosure of information to the public regarding NIH grants awarded under this
MOU shall be made in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 522) and
standard DOE and NIH policies and procedures.

IX.  EFFECTIVE DATE

This MOU shall become effective upon the latter date of signature of the DOE Under Secretary
and the Director of NIH. It shall remain in effect until amended or terminated by either party.

X, AMENDMENTS

This MOU may be madified or amended by mutual written agreement between DOE and NIH.
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XU IERMINATION

This MOU may be tetminated by the written agreement of DOE and NIH or by either party upon
written notice to the other, ,

A By /57["/6“'7
niz Harold Varmus, M.D. ‘

Under Segfetary ’ Director
Departmént of Baergy : Nationa] Institutes of Health
e

b /) /57 Dg%/ﬁf??f

Date




